
 

Collaborative for Student Success: 
Publisher Information Request 
LearnZillion, Illustrative Mathematics: Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra 2 
 
To support school systems as they prepare for the unprecedented year ahead in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic, the 

Collaborative for Student Success reached out to the highest rated publishers (defined by a “green” rating by EdReports) to provide 

information about specific adjustments they will be making to their curriculum and professional learning materials. To deliver on the 

promise of a quality education for all students, it is clear educators will have to adapt their instruction to accommodate new 

realities, whether learning happens in-person, remote, or as a hybrid of both. Publishers were asked to address whether and how 

they plan to: 

 
 

• Adjust curriculum scope and sequences based on priority instructional content (for more information on priority instructional 

content see Student Achievement Partners, 2020-21 Priority Instructional Content in English Language Arts and Mathematics). 

• Provide educators with specific supports to effectively use curricular materials for remote and 

hybrid learning 

• Provide students, families and other caregivers supports for use of curricular materials at home 
 

You can access the information request sent to publishers here and the full list of publishers who have supplied information about 
the adjustments they will be making to support educators in making these adjustments here.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

ttps://achievethecore.org/page/3267/2020-21-priority-instructional-content-in-english-language-arts-literacy-and-mathematics
https://forstudentsuccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Collaborative-for-Student-Success_-Information-Request-Form-for-Curriculum-Publishers.pdf
https://forstudentsuccess.org/our-campaigns/reopening-schools/


 

Program Name: Illustrative Mathematics: Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra 2 
Publisher Name: LearnZillion 
Grade band: 8-12 
 

 
Guidance & Samples 

Materials for Instruction: 
Technology Required 

Materials for Instruction: 
No Technology Required 

Is the adjusted scope 
and sequence 
consistent with 
priority content?  

Yes 

 

The Student Achievement Partners 
(SAP) Priority Instructional Guidance 
in Math document was a resource 
for constructing advice for teachers 
in the 2020–21 school year. As IM 
considers the challenges teachers 
face in the coming year, it is 
important to IM to focus the 
attention on concepts that are the 
most foundational to each course. 
For a school year with many 
anticipated disruptions, this 
document aided in making difficult 
decisions about what content is 
essential and what content could be 
addressed more lightly.  

Teacher facing: Digital PDF 
of scope and sequence 
document; prerequisite 
skill and concept lessons 
from prior grade levels.   

Student facing: Student-
facing lessons 
recommended from below 
grade level to address 
instruction gaps or 
prerequisite skills 
foundations.  

Teacher facing: Print PDF of 
scope and sequence 
document; prerequisite skill 
and concept lessons from 
prior grade levels.   

Student facing: Student-
facing lessons 
recommended from below 
grade level to address 
instruction gaps or 
prerequisite skills 
foundations.  

Is there unit level 
support for remote 

Yes 

 

Teacher facing: 

Unit Adaptation Packs will 

Teacher facing: 

Unit Adaptation Packs will 

https://achievethecore.org/page/3267/2020-21-priority-instructional-content-in-english-language-arts-literacy-and-mathematics
https://achievethecore.org/page/3267/2020-21-priority-instructional-content-in-english-language-arts-literacy-and-mathematics
https://achievethecore.org/page/3267/2020-21-priority-instructional-content-in-english-language-arts-literacy-and-mathematics


 

learning and hybrid 
learning that 
supports the focus on 
priority instructional 
content?  

The Student Achievement Partners 
(SAP) Priority Instructional 
Guidance in Math document was a 
resource for constructing advice 
for teachers in the 2020–21 school 
year. As IM considers the 
challenges teachers face in the 
coming year, it is important to IM 
to focus the attention on concepts 
that are the most foundational to 
each course. For a school year with 
many anticipated disruptions, this 
document aided in making difficult 
decisions about what content is 
essential and what content could 
be addressed more lightly.  

be provided to support 
coherent implementation 
of the Unit. Accessed 
digitally within the 
LearnZillion platform and 
assignable to students.  
Each unit with an 
Adaptation Pack will be 
accompanied with a 
Professional Learning 
video. The content in this 
video will highlight the 
major work of the grade 
level unit and show how 
the tasks and assessments 
connect to the 
recommended prior grade 
material. (available for 
back to school 2020) 

Cool-down supports 
ensure teachers have the 
tools to address newly 
discovered unfinished 
learning, and identify 
opportunities to revisit 
content in future lessons, 
without stopping to re-
teach a concept. (available 

be provided to support 
coherent implementation 
of the Unit.  Accessed 
digitally within the 
LearnZillion platform and 
printable. (available for 
back to school 2020) 

 

Student facing: 

Unit Adaptation Pack 

Lessons that can be 

accessed digitally within the 

LearnZillon platform and 

printable. (available for 

back to school 2020) 

 

Cool down support 

activities to address newly 

discovered unfinished 

learning, and identify 

opportunities to revisit 

content in future lessons, 

without stopping to re-

teach a concept. (available 

for back to school 2020) 

https://achievethecore.org/page/3267/2020-21-priority-instructional-content-in-english-language-arts-literacy-and-mathematics
https://achievethecore.org/page/3267/2020-21-priority-instructional-content-in-english-language-arts-literacy-and-mathematics
https://achievethecore.org/page/3267/2020-21-priority-instructional-content-in-english-language-arts-literacy-and-mathematics


 

for back to school 2020) 

 

Online community for 

teachers and coaches 

teaching Illustrative 

Mathematics. 

(available for back to 

school 2020) 

 

Student facing: 

Unit Adaptation Pack 

Lessons that can be 

accessed digitally via the 

LearnZillon platform. 

(available for back to 

school 2020) 

 

Cool down support 

activities to address newly 

discovered unfinished 

learning, and identify 

opportunities to revisit 

content in future lessons, 

without stopping to re-

(available for back to school 
2020) 



 

teach a concept. 

(available for back to 
school 2020) 

Are there options for 
access to texts or 
tools for remote and 
hybrid learning for 
ELA and 
mathematics?  

Yes Teacher facing: Access to 

digital interactives and 

virtual manipulatives 

within the LearnZillion 

platform.  

(available now) 

 

Student facing:  Access to 

digital interactives and 

virtual manipulatives 

within the LearnZillion 

platform.  

(available now) 

 

Teacher facing: Models and 

representations within the 

Teacher Course Guide and 

Teacher Unit Guides.  

 

List of required physical 

materials and 

manipulatives in the 

Teacher Guides by Unit.  

 

 

Student facing:  Models 

and representations within 

the Student Workbooks.  

 

Physical and materials list 
by Unit.  

Is there a sample 
schedule by unit for 
hybrid and remote 
learning?  

 
Yes 

The section planning 

guides identify essential 

lessons and activities that 

address major work of the 

The section planning guides 
identify essential lessons 
and activities that address 
major work of the grade or 



 

grade or prerequisites and 

provide guidance on 

distance learning activities 

to support each lesson or 

activity. 

prerequisites and provide 
guidance on distance 
learning activities to 
support each lesson or 
activity. 

Are curriculum 
embedded 
assessments aligned 
to priority content?  

Yes Teacher and Student 

Facing 

(available now) 

 

Diagnostic Assessment:  

Check your Readiness 

Diagnostic Assessments 

for each Unit.  

 

Formative Assessment: 

Instructional Tasks with 

student deliverables and 

expectations.  

 

Cool-downs (Exit tickets) 

for each lesson.   

 

Digital Assessments for 

formative and summative 

Teacher and Student 

Facing 

(available now) 

 

Diagnostic Assessment:  

Check your Readiness 

Diagnostic Assessments for 

each Unit printable from 

the LearnZillion platform.  

 

Formative Assessment: 

Instructional Tasks with 

student deliverables and 

expectations.  

 

Cool-downs (Exit tickets) 

for each lesson.   

 

Summative Assessment:  



 

assessment assignable 

within the platform for 

synchronous and 

asynchronous instruction. 

Variety of item types 

including technology 

enhanced items.  

Autograding capabilities 

and open-ended questions 

that are teacher graded. 

 

Summative Assessment:  

Cumulative practice 

problems for each lesson.  

 

End-of Unit Written 

Assessments 

downloadable from 

LearnZillion platform.  

  

Digital Assessments for 

formative and summative 

assessment assignable 

within the platform for 

synchronous and 

Cumulative practice 

problems for each lesson 

(print workbook) 

 

End-of Unit Written 
Assessments downloadable 
and printable from 
LearnZillion platform.  



 

asynchronous instruction. 

Variety of item types 

including technology 

enhanced items.  

Autograding capabilities 

and open-ended questions 

that are teacher graded. 

 

Is there support for 
using curriculum-
embedded 
assessments for 
remote and hybrid 
learning?  

Yes The LearnZillion platform 
provides support for using 
these curriculum-
embedded assessments 
with Teaching Notes for 
instructional tasks,  Check 
your Readiness Teaching 
Notes with misconceptions 
and modification 
guidance, standards 
alignment notation, and 
response rubrics to guide 
scoring.  

The LearnZillion Illustrative 

Math Course Guide and 

Teacher Unit Guides 

provide support for using 

these curriculum-

embedded assessments 

with Teaching Notes for 

instructional tasks, Check 

your Readiness Teaching 

Notes with misconceptions 

and modification guidance, 

standards alignment 

notation, and response 

rubrics to guide scoring.  

 



 

Is there clear support 
for students, families, 
and other caregivers 
on how to use 
materials for remote 
and hybrid learning?  

Yes  Student and Family Facing 

A video version of the 
(text) student lesson 
summaries that appear in 
the curriculum. 1-2 videos 
per section within each 
unit. These explain the 
math in video form to 
complement the existing 
textbook offering. 

 

Illustrative Math Grades 6-

8 Talking Math Prompts 

for Caregivers and Families 

(accessed online)  

 

Illustrative Mathematics 
has a blog corner focused 
on supporting teachers, 
students, parents, and 
communities transitioning 
to hybrid and distance 
learning models.  

Student and Family Facing-  

Illustrative Math Grades 6-8 

Talking Math Prompts for 

Caregivers and Families 

(these can be printed) 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1A386qthrf-nqWWTw0mhlthVUw0I7Ui2f15zfcF5RFwQ/edit#slide=id.g72e43222c1_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1A386qthrf-nqWWTw0mhlthVUw0I7Ui2f15zfcF5RFwQ/edit#slide=id.g72e43222c1_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1A386qthrf-nqWWTw0mhlthVUw0I7Ui2f15zfcF5RFwQ/edit#slide=id.g72e43222c1_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1A386qthrf-nqWWTw0mhlthVUw0I7Ui2f15zfcF5RFwQ/edit#slide=id.g72e43222c1_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1A386qthrf-nqWWTw0mhlthVUw0I7Ui2f15zfcF5RFwQ/edit#slide=id.g72e43222c1_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1A386qthrf-nqWWTw0mhlthVUw0I7Ui2f15zfcF5RFwQ/edit#slide=id.g72e43222c1_0_0


 

Illustrative Mathematics 

Hybrid and Distance 

Learning blog articles 

Are there technology 
features to support 
hybrid and remote 
learning?  

  See the EdReport’s 
Instructional Materials 
Technology Information 
document for details on 
technology features. 
 

The LearnZillion platform 
offers functionality to 
support hybrid and 
remove learning models. 
Within the platform, 
students can provide a 
record of their work by 
uploading an image or 
document.  Students can 
also record their thinking 
and reasoning with a video 
recording.  These options 
support both hybrid and 
remote learning 
environments. Teachers 
immediately receive 
student responses to 
provide feedback. 

 
  

 

https://illustrativemathematics.blog/category/distance-learning/
https://illustrativemathematics.blog/category/distance-learning/
https://illustrativemathematics.blog/category/distance-learning/
https://www.edreports.org/resources/article/enhanced-reports-with-key-technology-information
https://www.edreports.org/resources/article/enhanced-reports-with-key-technology-information
https://www.edreports.org/resources/article/enhanced-reports-with-key-technology-information
https://www.edreports.org/resources/article/enhanced-reports-with-key-technology-information


 
 

Professional Learning: 
 

 Virtual: Synchronous Virtual: Asynchronous In-person 

Professional learning on 
implementing publisher-
recommended guidance 
and/or adaptations, 
including training on 
recommended unit/lesson 
modifications. 

Yes  

 

If a district is unable to 

schedule 2-day in person 

Teach and Learn session, 

we will offer this content 

via virtual sessions with 

combined opportunities to 

watch videos, reflect, 

prepare, and ask questions 

synchronously, as well as 

asynchronously. 

Approximately 8 hours of 

work spread across 5 virtual 

sessions.  

 

Introduction to Illustrative 

Mathematics: (we 

recommend this session if a 

district is able to do an in-

 Yes  

 

If a district is unable to 

schedule 2-day in person 

Teach and Learn session, 

we will offer this content 

via virtual sessions with 

combined opportunities to 

watch videos, reflect, 

prepare, and ask questions 

synchronously, as well as 

asynchronously. 

Approximately 8 hours of 

work spread across 5 virtual 

sessions.  

 

LearnZillion will work with 
each district to 
accommodate additional 
asynchronous virtual 
options if needed. 

Yes, if district guidelines 

support in person trainers 

onsite.  

 

The 2-day Teach and Learn 
Professional Learning 
sessions onsite are the 
most optimal experience 
for preparing the school 
teams to implement the IM 
6-8 program this upcoming 
year. We recommend that if 
possible, our district 
partners are able to 
reschedule their 2 days 
onsite with us for later in 
the year when we expect to 
be able to come together in 
person. 



 

person 2-day Teach and 

Learn later this fall- the 

virtual just-in time session 

will equip them for starting 

the year with IM) 2-hour 

virtual grade-level unit 

trainings, these make sense 

of how the concepts in a 

unit build on each other 

and connect to past and 

future work, dig into the 

facilitation and planning of 

key lessons in the unit, and 

understand the big ideas 

that focus their learning 

goals, key concepts, and 

important connections. 

 

Virtual Modules: 

Participants will experience 

5 highly interactive, 

engaging 2-hour virtual 

sessions using the Zoom 

video conferencing 

platform. Topics will cover 



 

establishing routines, 

curriculum overview, 

problem-based learning, 

and planning to teach Unit 

1. 

Professional learning on 
adapting materials to in-
person, remote, and hybrid 
learning scenarios 
consistent with new 
guidance and adaptations 
described above. 

Virtual PLC Sessions: 

Interactive 90-minute 

professional learning 

sessions, teachers meet in 

grade-level groups with an 

IM Certified Facilitator, 

using the Zoom video 

conferencing platform. The 

facilitator leads the group in 

understanding the specific 

problem of practice the 

session will focus on, a 

deep dive into collaborative 

planning and problem-

solving around the problem 

of practice, and then an 

opportunity to rehearse, 

apply their learning, and 

plan for next steps.  Virtual 

LearnZillion will work with 

each district to 

accommodate 

asynchronous virtual 

options if needed.  

 

See above Teach and Learn 

2-day sessions.  

 

 

PLC Sessions with a live 
facilitator   



 

Unit Overviews are also 

recommended.  

 

Professional learning on 
strategies for teaching 
content remotely, 
consistent with new 
guidance and adaptations 
described above. 

Virtual PLC Sessions: 

Interactive 90-minute 

professional learning 

sessions, teachers meet in 

grade-level groups with an 

IM Certified Facilitator, 

using the Zoom video 

conferencing platform. The 

facilitator leads the group in 

understanding the specific 

problem of practice the 

session will focus on, a 

deep dive into collaborative 

planning and problem-

solving around the problem 

of practice, and then an 

opportunity to rehearse, 

apply their learning, and 

plan for next steps.  

LearnZillion will work with 

each district to 

accommodate 

asynchronous virtual 

options if needed. 

See above Teach and Learn 

2-day sessions.  

 

 

PLC Sessions with a live 
facilitator   

 

 



 
Note: The request sent to each publisher included this chart detailing steps educators must take. As you review the publisher 
response, it will be helpful to keep these educator needs and actions in mind. 

 
Unit level support for remote and hybrid learning:  
Examples of critical tasks educators will need to undertake for success with their curriculum in SY20-21.  

 

Steps 

1: Curriculum: Adjust scope and sequence to priority content 

2a: Curriculum: Prepare each unit (in person) Lesson by lesson, identify how students learning remotely will learn. 
 
 - When they join via zoom  
- When a teacher will support virtual training  
- When they will do a different activity to reach the same objective  
- Prepare coherent communications for students and parents with their plan for accessing learning 

2b: Curriculum: Prepare each unit (all remote) Lesson by lesson, identify how students learning remotely: 
 
- Identify what technology is required for the scope of the lessons  
- Identify which lessons will and will not work in a remote setting  
- For the lessons that will not work in a remote setting, adjust the lessons to fit a remote setting and still reach the objective and 
coherence of the curriculum  
- For the lessons that will work in a remote setting, identify what will be taught synchronously and what asynchronously  
- Identify which teachers will teach which lessons and how others will support students  
- Prepare coherent communications for students and parents with their plan for accessing learning 

2c: Curriculum: Prepare each unit (hybrid) Lesson by lesson, identify how students 
learning remotely: 
 
 - Identify what technology is required for the scope of the lessons  



 

- Identify which lessons will and will not work in a remote setting  
- Adjust the lesson order as possible to fit the in person and out of person schedule based on lessons that must be in person, 
maintaining appropriate coherence  
- For the lessons that will not work remotely but need to, adjust the lessons to fit a remote setting and still reach the objective and 
coherence of the curriculum  
- For the lessons that will be taught remotely, identify what will be taught synchronously and what asynchronously  
- Identify which teachers will teach which lessons and how others will support students  
- Prepare coherent communications for students and parents with their plan for accessing learning 

 
 
 

Please send questions to Jim Cowen at jcowen@forstudentsuccess.org. 


